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elow are subject figures: : | 





Commodi ty Unit Quanti 

Gold (1). ounce 34529763 

Silver (1) ounce 63,680.92 

Petroleum, Crude (2) barrel 34,7, 88) ,850 ret) 
00 

Liquified Petroleum Gas ’ ae oe O) 
> 

Gypsum —_—_ _ 2 
N 

Salt — a oO 
™~ 

Data regarding the value ef these cemmodities are not readily available, i 

(1) Source: Saudi Arabian Mining Syndicate. (The Syndicate ceased operations () 


at its mine in 1954. Underground work ended on April 27, milling operations on (jj 
July 22, 195h.) 
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(2) Source: Aramco Statistical Data for December (FR-72k) ep) 
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sca cia Minerals Production Statistics euestionnaire - Sandi Arabia. a-F 


In accordance with reference instructions there is enclosed a table of 
statistics entitled "Quantity and Value of Minerals Produced in Saudi Arabia." 
These statistics were prepared by the Directorate General of Petroleum and 
Mineral Affairs, Ministry of Finance, Saudi Arabian Government, and are for 
the years 1955 andl956, 


It will be noted that the only figures given are for petroleum and liqui- 
fied petroleum gas. Statistics on the production of other minerals are not 
available. For the last several years there has been no production of gold or 
silver. There has been considerable production of salt, marble, some gypsum, 
limestone, and others. However, the Directorate General was unable even to 
estimate the production of these items. 


As is generally known, there is no statistical department in any branch of 
the Saudi Government. This makes the reporting of statistics difficult, if not 
impossible, at the present time. 


The Directorate General of Petroleum and Minerals has for the past several 
years been conducting mineral surveys throughout the Kingdom. Its work is 
hampered by a shortage of qualified help. In spite of this fact, some field 
work has been accomplished. During 1956 and early in 1957, that office has 
explored many ancient gold, silver, and copper mines. One such mine located 
about 250 kilometers south west of Riyadh in the Nejd area is reported as being 
promising. Another such mine located in the Asir area near the Yemen border 
may also prove interesting. However, in any case, these mines mst prove to 
be of such value and be extensive enough to warrant commercial exploitation 
which would be expensive. 


LGL2-2/G2 “VOSA sommay og ur 


The Directorate General of Petroleum and Mining also found considerable 
iron ore (magnetite cir. 50% Fe) in the south west portion of the Nejd. Indicatigns 
are that there may be at least three million tons or more available. Whether 
or not this will prove worthy of exploitation on a commercial basis will depend 
on detailed studies that may be made during 1957. It was also reported that 
commercial qharltities of black sand (magnetite) of good quality hag begg found 
along the beaches of the Red sea north and south of Jidda. This i® novebeing 
studied. i) 
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At various places asbestos has been found, but the quality and the extent 
of the deposits are not yet known. 


Marble of good quality, of course, is found in many places throughout the 
Nejd and Hejaz areas. Some of this is now being quarried. 


Additional data and statistics will be reported as they are made available 
to the Embassy. 


For the Vharge d'Affaires aei. 





G,. E. Robert Meyer 
SecondSecretary of limbassy 
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Commodity 


Bypsum 
Petroleum, crude 


Liquified petroleum 
gas 


Salt 
Silver 


Sulfur 


Petroleum, crude 


Liquified petroleum 
gas 


Gold 
Gypsum 
Salt 
Silver 


Sulfur 
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QUANTITY AND VALUE OF MINERALS PRODUCED IN 
SAUDI ARABIA, KINGDOM OF 


Calendar Year 1956 (also 1955) 


Unit of For Ores and Value 
Weight or Quantity Concentrates, State 
Measure Average Metal Content 
iriaie aye Se ae ote ee oe 
NA, NA. Nebo terre 
Barrels 360,923,38) | = ------ $711,019,066.1:8 
Barrels 12,989 ewe $ 1,942.20 
NA. NA, N.A. —— ee 
1955 
Barrels 3525239,912 = === =~ $683 ,912,626.6) 
NA. NA. NA. —— ee oe 
NA. NA. NA. — ee ee 
N.A. NA. oe ee 
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sult aeahkia t rye th nesivitios of tl "pone sulsictiar f th ! Q) 
ec poany curr ntl iPilyiy bor a (Came! AU sz? ea, i 
~] 

©. Pytt e:jd that in view of the noliticesl diffieultics wiich 4 om 
“rene commainy new cnevunters in Saudi Arabia, he plannod t cluse cut th J 


porati ne «of th: FPronch company and havu them taken arr by the American 





fi: grid that he would seek, however, to retain th: serviers of 

une Belgian seo ologist, who had becn working with the French 

company. xplained that this man, Roman Karnoff, is now on leas: by 
his e-mnany t the Government if Saudi Arabia t. conduct further inincral 


fe. harnorf, according ta hr. Pett, has investigate] the minmral 
res ureus of Saudi Arabia for the past five years. He disevvercd th 
urvine, witer-bearing stratum from which the water was now veing obtained - 
for Riyadh. This stratum, according to kr. Pott, «xtenis from a point c> 
nearly 2CO miles north of Riyadh and curves through Riyadh ty Al-Khorj. = 
He said the one completed well at Kiyadh wis new producines nearly 1 millio 4 
rallons » day. Ue seid that if care were taken in valaneing the out flow C3 
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with th: rainfall, this witer source wild be exvanded abs perpetuated. rq 
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The tmbassy transmits herewith, im accordance with the referenced * 
the Yaudi a 


instruction, statistics on mineral production, sccured from 


Arabian Directorate General of Petrolewn and itincral Affairs. 


The 


Jidaa office of the arabian American Oil Company CamincO) reports 


the production figures for crude petrolewn and liquified petroleum jas 
are correct but questiom the accuracy of the stated riyal values. lor 


this reason, an sramco table of Saudi “rabian tovernment, foreign cxchanye 


income derived fron petroleum sales is attached as of possible 


to the -ureau of Mines, Department of the Interior. 


interest 


As stated in the attached table, ;»roduction of minerals is insipnificant 
im Vaudi Arabia at the present time. However, various known mineral 
deposits may soon be exploited commercially. Current infdérmation on 


these mineral resources may be 


secured from Dre Glen I’. brown, 


United states 


Department of the Interior, Ueological Survey, who has been a consultant 


vr, 


to the Directorate ueneral for the past several years. 
in the United States at the present time. 


brown is 


Mor the éanbassador: 


WI Aiew— TD. 


William D. 


Rass 


y 
toomey 


Second Secretary of bmbassy 
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I. itineral Préduction Statistics: 
a ‘uantity and Yalue of Minerals Produced 
in Saudi Arabia. 
be lLstimated Saudi Arab liovernment “oreign 


Exchange Income. 
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Unit of 
iOld = 0 = vw 1) ie a TY ce 
psi -O- lio statistics = ==——=-= 
ty Lroleum, Vrude varrel 362, L211, 74 7,1, 00, 000.00 
Liquified Petrolmun vas barre] Rts ew 67,000.00 
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silver sai) = Oe se 1) 
sulfur = Q = = = =O wm 
Other ‘finerals: 
uarble - 0 - a? et) Ey 


Source: Directorate General of Petroleum and Mineral Affairse 


(1) U.S. 31.00 = 3.76 Saudi Kiyals 
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Aranea soya) bien fd faces 286.3 vi iy Al be 


Personal <neowe taxes Paid 


jag Dollars through Aramco 1.7 Reb 308 
city UL] *eyalty Vaynents Sa Hed Ter 
Cibstet Ws aa=as6 290.7 3016!; DoJ 


(1) This estimate does not include possible income 
from the Japanese Off-Shore Petroleum Voncession 
in the Kuwait Neutral Zone, due to Jack of firm 
invormation in this matter. 
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MINERAL PRODUCTION STATISTICS QUESTIONNAIRE - 1958. frcing 7 X Ia y 
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The Embassy transmits herewith, in accerdance with the 


referenced instructien, statistics on mineral preductien, 
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QUANTITY AND VALUE OF MINERALS PRODUCED IN 
SAUDI ARABIA, KINGDOM OF 


Calendar Year 1958 











UNIT 

WEIGHT OR UesSe $ 
COMMODITY MEASURE QUANTITY VALUE 
Geld a) fa) 
Gypsum NeAe NeAe 
Petreleum, crude . Barrels 385» 215, 868 828, 700, 000 
Iiquefied petreleum gas FBarrels 31,000 86, 800 
Marble NeA. NA. 
Salt NA. NeAe 
Silver O \¢) 
Sulfur fe) fe) 
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Mineral Production Statistics, Qatar, 1958. 





Qatar's Petroleum production for 1958: 


8,091,813 long tons 


Value: $59,000,000 
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